

Risk assessment

	Name of activity, event, and location
	12th Harpenden Scout Group – hike
	Date of risk assessment
	Updated 1 March 2026

	Name of person doing this risk assessment
	Jackie Agg (GLV)

	
	
	Date of next review
	1 March 2027 (or earlier if a significant change happens)
	
	



	What hazard have you identified? What are the risks from it?
	Who is at risk?
	How are the risks already controlled?
What extra controls are needed?
	What has changed that needs to be thought about and controlled?

	A hazard is something that may cause harm or damage.
The risk is the harm that may occur from the hazard.

	For example: young people,
adult volunteers, 
visitors
	Controls are ways of making the activity safer by removing or reducing the risk from it.  
For example, you may use a different piece of equipment or you might change the way you do the activity.
	Keep checking throughout the activity in case you need to change what you’re doing or even stop the activity.

This is a great place to add comments which will be used as part of the review.

	Mistakes when navigating – leading to increased risk of all other hazards. Additional consequences of being lost and exhausted, especially if late or after dark.
	All present
	Make sure routes are suitable for people’s navigational skills and physical capabilities.  
Provide each group with adequate maps, compasses, route instructions, and spares.
Make sure there’s at least one sufficiently competent navigator in each group (consider back up).
Make sure every group has adequate means of emergency communication with event organisers or is adequately monitored.
	The route should have been walked by an adult volunteer at some time in the past, that adult volunteer  needs to brief the other adults and young leaders on any navigational difficulties or obstacles or difficult terrain.

	Roads and traffic – injuries from collisions between vehicles and people.
	All present
	Choose a route with minimal use of roads without a footpath. 
Brief young people on safety around roads and expected behaviour.
Adults directly supervise crossing (one on each side of the crossing point). Use designated crossing points if possible.

Adult volunteers at the front and back of the group wear hi-visibility jackets. For beavers and cubs, consider putting all young people in hi-visibility jackets as well. For scouts, consider putting some scouts (spaced through the group) in high-visibility jackets as well.
Walk single file when on a road.
	

	Weather – rain before and during the hike, hot weather causing heat exhaustion or sun stroke.
	All present 
	Monitor weather forecast in advance, if heavy rain forecast then plan alternative activity.
Check weather before the activity starts.
Advise participants on suitable clothing to wear and carry (including sun protection and waterproofs).
Tell everyone to bring a filled water bottle. If it’s hot, plan water stops and refilling if needed.
Check everyone’s suitably equipped at the start of the hike and have some spare equipment available.
Review route before and during the hike considering weather conditions, for example, if it’s too hot or wet to continue. Make sure routes have escape routes or alternatives. 
	

	Terrain – uneven ground, branches, nettles, animals, livestock, and so on.
	All present
	Adult volunteers check routes before the hike. 
Adult volunteers physically check any challenging terrain in advance (or plan an alternative route in case it’s too challenging for the group). 
Advise participants on suitable footwear and check it before the hike. 
Brief young people on safely navigating the terrain, including avoiding brambles, nettles, and so on.
Adult volunteers carry first aid kits and have appropriate training.
Encourage everyone to wear long trousers if concerns over foliage or ticks. 
Adult volunteers monitor livestock and find alternative routes to avoid crossing fields with livestock in.
	

	Lost young person  - a young person could become separated from the group
	All present
	For hikes where leaders are walking with young people, take register at start of meeting and perform head counts during the hike (particularly if walking in the dark).  
Walk with an adult volunteer at the front and another at the back – all young people to be between these two adults at all times
For hikes where young people are walking by themselves (scouts only)  – remind group that they must stay together at all times.  Depending on experience of scouts, adult volunteer to walk behind (at a slight distance) to monitor progress.

Have a lost child plan as follows:
· Adult volunteers to have a list of mobile phone numbers of all adults for ease of communication during search.
· If young person found to be lost, adult volunteers to carry out search for say 30 minutes then notify GLV or DLV and follow their advice on how to widen/repeat search and when to call the police.
	




Never be afraid to stop an activity if it is becoming unsafe!
Don‘t forget, as part of your programme planning, you should have contingency activities in reserve just in case you can’t do what was planned or you need to stop half way through. Make sure this is shared with those involved, so everyone knows how to respond. You should have risk assessed contingency activities prior to them taking place and communicated key information to those involved as with all activities.



For more information see Staying safe and safeguarding | Scouts

