

Risk assessment

	Name of activity, event, and location
	12th Harpenden Scout Group – sparklers
	Date of risk assessment
	Updated 1 March 2026

	Name of person doing this risk assessment
	Jackie Agg (GLV)

	
	
	Date of next review
	1 March 2027 (or earlier if a significant change happens)
	
	



	What hazard have you identified? What are the risks from it?
	Who is at risk?
	How are the risks already controlled?
What extra controls are needed?
	What has changed that needs to be thought about and controlled?

	A hazard is something that may cause harm or damage.
The risk is the harm that may occur from the hazard.

	For example: young people,
adult volunteers, 
visitors
	Controls are ways of making the activity safer by removing or reducing the risk from it.  
For example, you may use a different piece of equipment or you might change the way you do the activity.
	Keep checking throughout the activity in case you need to change what you’re doing or even stop the activity. 

This is a great place to add comments which will be used as part of the review.

	Incorrect/unsafe use of equipment – risk of injury
	All present
	Safety briefing on use of equipment given before being allowed to handle a sparkler, including what to do with the used sparklers.  
Adult volunteers to supervise young people at all times
	One fire bucket to be filled with water and another bucket to be set out for used sparklers

	Location - risk of slips trips and falls
	All present
	Clearly identify the area to be used.
Enforce a no running rule.
	Usually Cornelia’s garden area/flat grass area outside St Nicholas Church.

	Clothing/Hair – Risk - Injury
	All present
	Wear appropriate clothing and footwear, avoiding scarves, lanyards or any loose items that could be a fire risk. 
All long hair to be tied back.
	Recommend young people wear gloves 

	Behaviour or overexcitement – risk of injuries from mistakes or misuse
	All present
	Stress the importance of being responsible when using sparklers .
Supervise young people closely while sparklers are burning and once out.
Activity to stop if young persons do not follow instructions
	Ensure used sparkers are placed hot end down into empty fire bucket.

	Burns – risk of injury 
	All present
	Explain the dangers of sparklers.
Fire buckets to be close by
Explain to leaders the drop and roll technique should anything happen
	Remind young people that the used sparkler will be hot




Never be afraid to stop an activity if it is becoming unsafe!
Don‘t forget, as part of your programme planning, you should have contingency activities in reserve just in case you can’t do what was planned or you need to stop half way through. Make sure this is shared with those involved, so everyone knows how to respond. You should have risk assessed contingency activities prior to them taking place and communicated key information to those involved as with all activities.




For more information see Staying safe and safeguarding | Scouts

